
James Duff Lyall (started in Tucson on June 11, 2013) joined the ACLU as staff attorney in 
September 2011 and has specialized in civil rights litigation, including the ACLU’s prisoners’ 
rights and immigrants’ rights dockets.  He is a former Georgetown Law Fellow at Esperanza 
Immigrant Rights Project in Los Angeles, where he provided pro bono legal representation to 
detained immigrants in removal proceedings.  Subsequently, as Kids In Need of Defense (KIND) 
Law Fellow, he specialized in representing unaccompanied immigrant children in state and 
federal court proceedings, including Asylum and Special Immigrant Juvenile cases.   Prior to 
joining the ACLU, he served as a volunteer with No More Deaths in Tucson, where he co-
authored Culture of Cruelty, a report documenting widespread Border Patrol abuse along the 
U.S.-Mexico border.  Lyall is a native of Massachusetts and a 2007 graduate of the Georgetown 
University Law Center, where he completed a certificate program in Refugees and 
Humanitarian Emergencies. 

Mitra Ebadolahi (started in San Diego on May 1, 2013) was the inaugural Nadine Strossen 
Fellow with the ACLU’s National Security Project in New York.  Her areas of expertise include: 
constitutional and administrative law and litigation, particularly in the areas of immigrants’ 
rights and racial justice; international human rights law, especially economic and social rights; 
national security law and policy; and FOIA requests and litigation.  After attending UCLA as an 
undergraduate and the London School of Economics as a U.S.-U.K. Fulbright Scholar, Ebadolahi 
completed her legal studies (JD ’08, LL.M. ’11) at New York University School of Law.  While at 
NYU, she was a Root-Tilden-Kern/Filomen D’Agostino Scholar and an Institute for International 
Law and Justice/Hugo Grotius Scholar.  Following graduation, Ebadolahi clerked for Judge Betty 
B. Fletcher of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Seattle, Washington and for Judge Margaret 
M. Morrow of the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California in downtown Los 
Angeles, California.   

 


