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ACLU of Arizona Founder Devoted Lifetime to Equality

hen Alice Papcun first led the charge to start an ACLU affiliate in

s ’s /- Arizona, Tucson's interracial marriage ban was still on the books.
Fifty years later — after decades of struggling to pursue equality

and justice for all — she would live to see the election of the country's first

black President — a far cry from the days when she picketed Tucson-area
hotels and restaurants for refusing to serve black customers.

Papcun, who founded the ACLU in 1959, died on February 13 after devoting a
lifetime to the defense of civil liberties. She was 92.

Her contributions
to the expansion
of civil liberties in
Arizona would
stand out as some
of the state's most
important victories
for equality. She
challenged
Tucson's vagrancy
laws and Pima
County's
interracial
marriage ban,
while continuing
to work for more
than three decades
for integration and
civil rights for
women, blacks
and other minority
groups.

Alice Papcun, devoted civil libertarian, will be honored for her

work as a founding member of the ACLU of Arizona on March 20.
Copywright David Sanders, Arizona Daily Star 2006.

Papcun will be
remembered at the

ACLU of Arizona's 50th
Anniversary Celebration
Dinner on March 20 in
Tucson's Westward Look
Resort. We will pay a
special tribute to her life
along with the contributions
of other ACLU of Arizona
founders Charles Ares, Alice
Bendheim, Paul G. Rees, Jr.
and Corny Steelink.

Henry Oyama, the ACLU

of Arizona's first client in
1959, also will be honored
for successfully challenging
Arizona's discriminatory
miscegenation law. We also
will recognize attorneys Len
Scheff, Ed Morgan and the
Honorable Stanley Feldman,
who volunteered early to handle cases on behalf of the ACLU in Tucson.

Henry Oyama and Mary Ann Jordan became the first
interracial couple to marry in Arizona.

For additional details, or to purchase tickets, visit us on-line at
www.acluaz.org. We hope to see you at this historic event!

The 50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner

Friday, March 20th, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Westward Look Resort
245 E. Ina Road Tucson, Arizona

Guest Speaker
Anthony Romero, National ACLU Executive Director

Master of Ceremonies
Raul E. Aguirre, REA Communications President

ACLU of Arizona Clears the Way for Gay Stralght Alliance Club

gay-straight alliance (GSA) club at Yuma High School, the ACLU of

Arizona secured an agreement with school officials to allow the club to
exist. The ACLU of Arizona negotiated on behalf of 23 students who had been
trying to gain recognition for the club, which hopes to provide a safe haven for
students to discuss lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues.

3 fter students attempted for almost three years to gain recognition for a

Douglas Sanchez is the first President of Yuma High School's GSA.
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Yuma High School students protestlng the school’s refusal to allow them to form a GSA
on campus.

-Douglas Sanchez and several other students first approached school om
about forming the club in the fall of 2008. They submitted their application to
school officials in November, but their application was continually delayed for
a variety of reasons, including lack of permission slips, restrictions on publicity
and an inappropriate name. School officials were imposing requirements on the
GSA that didn't apply to other non-curriculum clubs on campus. In a letter sent
in January, the ACLU argued this was a violation of the Equal Access Act,
which guarantees the rights of students to form all kinds of clubs — from
GSAs to religious clubs.
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