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Just weeks ago, Attorney General Eric Holder agreed to appoint a special
prosecutor to conduct a preliminary investigation into whether federal laws
were violated in connection with the interrogation of specific detainees in

U.S. custody overseas under the Bush administration.

“Although this is certainly a welcome first step, the move means nothing if the
administration is still unwilling to prosecute violations of law,” said ACLU of
Arizona Executive Director Alessandra Soler Meetze. “How much evidence of
wrongdoing is necessary before Holder commits to launching a full criminal 
investigation?”

Attorney General Holder said his decision to appoint longtime prosecutor John
H. Durham was, in part, influenced by the contents of a CIA inspector general
(IG) report made public on August 24th as part of an ACLU Freedom of
Information Act lawsuit. The IG report provides a detailed description of 
torture and abuse of detainees and addresses the legality and effectiveness of
the agency's "enhanced interrogation" program.

The version of the IG report made public includes newly unredacted sections
and details of serious detainee abuse in CIA custody that were previously
unknown. According to the report, agents committed mock executions and
threatened to harm at least one detainee, Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, with a gun
and a power drill if he did not cooperate with the interrogation. Al-Nashiri is
represented by military attorneys assisted by the John Adams Project, a joint
effort by the ACLU and the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
to provide support for the under resourced military defense counsel in the
Guantánamo military commissions.

“There are loud voices
in the political 
establishment who are
still defending what
happened during the
last eight years, people
who have made clear
that if they are restored
to power, they will
restore these 
policies,” said
Attorney Ben Wizner
of the ACLU’s
National Security
Project. “But ACLU
members above all
have to make clear that
it’s unacceptable for
Congress to sweep 
these crimes under the
rug and to pretend that 
they never happened.” 

The ACLU of Arizona will host a panel discussion and film screening of
The Response in an effort to shed light on the failed military commission
system.  For details see page 4 or visit our Web site at: www.acluaz.org.

ACLU attorney, Ben Wizner, answers reporters’ questions.


